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Mrs* Duni Chand sends a small letter saying how glad she
was to part with her husband, weak in body though he was, for she
knew that he was serving the people.
INTERFERENCE WITH RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
It has fallen to the lot of Pandit Arjunlal Sethi to suffer reli-
gious persecution in jails. When he underwent a long term of
imprisonment in Jeypore he had to hunger-strike for being dis-
allowed to perform religious ceremonies. He is now serving in
Sagor JaiL His son who is in Ajmer says:
Inhuman treatment is reported to be meted out to my father. He has
been suffering from bad pneumonia. In spite of his illness, he was made
to grind. It was when he was thus pressed that he had tendered an apology
which he withdrew immediately he came to his senses. Nowadays he
is being forced to take eggs and wine. He has lost in weight.
I do not know how far this news is true. The son has not been
able to see his father. If the information received by him is correct
it is a case of pure torture. Anybody can see that he is too frail to
be given the task of grinding- To force a patient to take brandy
or eggs is a crime against religion. I know a young civil resister
in South Africa, Revashanker Sodha, had eggs forced down his
throat- He bore down his persecutors by simply vomiting out the
liquid as soon as it was forced down. The authorities had not the
heart to repeat the cruelty in the face of such fixed determination.
Needless to say the brave lad recovered in spite of his refusal to
take eggs and is today hale and hearty. Opinions may differ as to
the wisdom of rejecting foods prescribed by doctors. But here we
are not concerned with the medical aspect, I hold that a man
has a perfect right to refuse to be cured at the cost of what he
believes to be his religious conviction specially when he is under
duress.
"MOTHERLAND" AT BAY
Maulvi Mazharul Haq's1 Motherland has been called upon to
lodge security. It has proved too independent for the Bihar autho-
rities. It has mercilessly exposed their delinquencies. It has dared
to think aloud. Frankness must be muzzled. The editor has proud-
ly declined to lodge security and has declared his intention of
bringing out his paper as a handwritten sheet. He should com-
mand the services of a number of volunteers to make copies of his
1 1866-1930; Nationalist leader of Bihar; one of the founders and, later,
president of the Muslim League; supported Gandhiji during Champaran satya-
graha and the non-co-operation movement.